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"Very well," Hsi-m£n said. "I will not keep you. Go home
and tell your mother."
"You must have something to eat before you go," the
Moon Lady said. Cassia declined. Again she thanked Hsi-mdn
Ch'ing, the Moon Lady, and the others.
"You are safe now," Hsi-mgn Ch'ing told her, "but see
that in future you have nothing to do with that young man
Wang."
"Father," Cassia said, "what are you talking about! How
could I even let him touch me! Why! if I meet him in the
street I shall be done for. It was not I who asked him to come
the other day."
"That is all right," the Moon Lady said. "Only don't see
him any mote. There is no need to be so positive about it."
They sent for the sedan-chair and saw the girl off.
Hsi-mSn th'ing told the Moon Lady he was thinking of
going to the Eastern Capital.
"If you make up your mind to go," said the Moon Lady,
"we must begin to get things ready at once, or you will be
rushed."
"I have already ^got ready the things for the Imperial
Tutor's birthday, the dragon gong, the embroidered stuffs,
and the golden flowers," Hsi-mSn said. "Only my personal
baggage is not ready yet."
"Oh, your things will fee no trouble," the Moon Lady told
him. Hsi-m6n Ch'ing went to see the Lady of the Vase.
The next day Hsi-men was sitting in the arbour. He told
Ch'Sn Ching-chi to write a letter to Censor Ts'aL This was
the letter for Lai Pao to take. He gave Lai Pao some money
and told him to start for Yang-chou the following morning.
Several days passed. The Imperial Tutor's birthday was
drawing near. Hsi-m6n Ch'ing picked out an auspicious day
and told Ch'in T'ung, Tai An, Shu T'ung and Hua T'ung
that they were to accompany him. They were to get their
things ready. The Moon Lady, Tower of Jade, Golden Lotus,
and the others packed Hsi-m6n's clothes* and the things he
needed for the journey. With the presents there were more
than twenty loads. On the eve of his departure the ladies gave
a fe&st in honour of their husband, and afterwards he went
to the Moon Lady's room to sleep with her.

